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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 & S 1.98 

SIR: 

In conformance with Applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 
and § 1.97(b)(2), the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 are hereby 
brought to the Examiner's attention. 

The references were cited in the International Search Report issued by the 
Japanese Patent Office in PCT/JP03/00450. US Patent No. 6,476,284 B1 is 
equivalent to EP 1081 165, the latter of which was cited in the Search Report. 

It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record 
therein and appear in the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Date: 8 July 2004 
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6,476,284 1 1/05/02 OHASHI et al. 
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585/525 
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Document 
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Date 



2000- 239319 09/05/00 

2001- 131096 05/15/01 
2001-106724 04/17/01 
WO 99/54365 10/28/99 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
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